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It is with great pleasure that we present to you our first 

bumper edition of the WIS digital newsletter. This special 

publication will be produced twice per term and will fea-

ture student work and activities, as well as give parents a 

peek into what is going on in the different classrooms and 

programmes.   

 

The Westwood WEB 

Westwood International School provides a quality international 
education that enables students to meet future challenges as 
confident, socially responsible, life-long learners. 

 

Contact 

Tsaone Thuapayagale 
admissions@westwood.ac.bw 

 
Edited by 

Sian Griffiths 

Please note that this publication is in addition to the bi-weekly publication 

of the Westwood Web. Needless to say, your feedback in this regard will be 

greatly appreciated and can be sent to admissions@westwood.ac.bw. 



GENERAL SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Conferences – A reminder: Parent-Teacher Conferences for primary and secondary students will be held at the school from Thurs-
day, March 3 to Thursday, March 10. The meetings are designed to address any concerns parents, teachers and students may have. 
Meetings will be conducted on an as-needed basis on the above mentioned dates by appointment only. Please note that teachers 
may not be available at all times on each day. You should make arrangements as early as possible to avoid disappointment. Please e-
mail Lily Seleke at liseleke@westwood.ac.bw if you wish to make an appointment. 

NOTE: These conferences are being held in addition to the Student-Led/Three-Way Conferences that are usually scheduled for later 
in the term. 

 

We are now heading into the final half of the first term and it promises to be a busy one. Below are some highlights or previews of 

upcoming events: 

Parent Information sessions 

Please take note of the dates of the following parent information meetings: 

The IGCSE meeting, specifically for parents of students in Year 10, will begin at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, March 8. Venue: Li-
brary 

The MYP information meeting will begin at 7:30 am on Tuesday, March 8. Venue: Library 

The PYP information session will be held on Thursday, March 10 at 07:30 am. Venue: Library 

These meetings are designed to enable parents to get answers to questions they might have about any aspect of these programmes. 

RYLA project 

We are pleased to announce that students from the recently elected SRC have been given the opportunity to further develop their 
leadership skills by participating in the Rotary-run RYLA project. The Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is an intensive 
training programme for youth leaders. Young people chosen for their leadership potential attend a three day seminar to discuss lead-
ership skills and to learn those skills through practice. Each year, thousands of young people take part in the programme worldwide. 
The impact spreads further as the programme influences other young people. The first group will be attending a camp in Limpopo 
Province, South Africa, from March 31 to April 3. 

Rotary Youth Exchange Programme 

Students from Years 8 – 12 attended a special assembly last Friday to learn more about the Rotary Youth Exchange Programme 
which the school is initiating this year. Students and host families who participate are given the opportunity to broaden their horizons 
by learning more about another culture and, in so doing, learning a great deal about themselves. More than 80 countries and over 
8,000 students participate in the programme each year, which is administered at the regional level by Rotary districts and at the local 
level by Rotary clubs. We look forward to the Westwood Community getting involved in this initiative. For further details, please 
see Ms. Bronwyn Wilson. 
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ACER International School Assessment (ISA) 

You may remember that most students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 took the International Schools Assessment tests last October. We have 
received the results of these tests and will be sending individual reports by email to the parents of each child by next week. A general 
summary of the school's results will also be made available on the school’s website by next Friday. If you are unable to open your 
child's report  and would prefer a printed copy, or if you have any questions, please contact  amwilliams@westwood.ac.bw. 

After School Care Programme 

Please be reminded that primary students who finish their activity and who have to wait for either their siblings to finish/parents to 
pick them up, are expected to return to After School Care to wait for their rides. Parents and drivers must meet them there (Rooms15 
and 16) by 16: 

From Setswana Department 

Parents new to Westwood and Botswana who are interested in attending Setswana orientation (beginners Setswana) classes at school are 
invited to come on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings from 16:00 to 17:00.  Please contact Glenda Mokokwe (Setswana Teacher) for further 
information. 

RE BA BONA HA’ – Wellness Club for Parents 

 
Parents who drop their children off for the ‘Re Ba Bona Ha’ soccer activities on Saturday mornings are invited to a take part in fitness activi-
ties whilst waiting for their children.  These activities will involve guided exercises and walking.   Come on parents, let’s get fit! 



                    MEET YOUR SRC  
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The 2011 Student Representative Council will comprise both primary and secondary students. The primary students will have an 
opportunity  to be mentored by secondary students, as well as play a very special role in providing ideas and views from a  primary 
perspective. 

Year 5 Year 6 

 

Maya Verreynne, 
5A 

Benjamin Holder, 
5A 

Tracy Smith, 5B 
Henri Le Roux, 5B 

 

Nili Upadhyay, 6A Abhimani Herath 
Ralalage, 6B 

Sparsh Gautam, 6B Augustine Ilagan, 
6A 

Year 7 Year 8 

 

Kristen Lang, 7A Kagiso Motiki, 7A Lane Holl, 7B Abishek Kumar, 7B 

 

Almone Oost-
huizen, 8A 

Graig Makin, 8A Sarmad Nikakhter, 8B Thelani du Ploy, 8B 

Year 9 Year 10 

 

Alexander Chetty, 
9A 

Hendrik Wierenga, 
9A 

Johannes De Wet, 
9B 

Mandi de Jager, 9B 

 

Jack Pienaar, 10A Kaden Ivins, 10A 

Year 11 Year 12 

Phillipa Betts, 11B Luke Morrison, 11B Hairin Cho, 11A Hamza Adam, 11A 

Year 13 

Stephanie Tsalwa, 
Thamiso Koosimile, 

12A 
Zandri Rademan, 

13A 
Evan William, 13A 
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FROM THE PE OFFICE 

Secondary Sports Day 
The Secondary Fun Sports Day was held on Friday the 18th February. The day started out with some concern due to the state of the 
field and track after a heavy thunderstorm the previous night. However, we decided to continue with the day as planned and the 
weather proved to be lovely and cool. The students had the opportunity to participate in a variety of events which included the 80m 
sprint, long jump, high jump, shot put, discus, javelin, three legged race, sack race and an obstacle course. I would like to congratu-
late all the participating students for their positive attitude and for really giving their best performance.  
The results from this day will be used to select the Interschool Athletic team which will be held on the 18th and 19th March. The field 
events will be on Friday at TLC and the track events will be on Saturday at the new Lobatse stadium.  I would like to thank the Sec-
ondary teachers for officiating the day. 

Primary Swimming 
We have had a busy start to the Primary Swim team this term. Our first lollipop gala was on the 8th February and was hosted by 
Broadhurst School. The swimmers put on an excellent performance and it was an exciting way to start the term. The second lollipop 
gala was hosted by Westwood School and it was evident to see a great improvement in the swimmers performance.  
The Swimming trials were originally scheduled for the 19th February but were then moved to Tuesday the 22nd February. Westwood 
entered 13 swimmers for this occasion. They were:  Vanessa Musaemura, ModiriModise, Louise Betts, Liam O’Hara, Craig Musae-
mura, Andre De Jager, Imke Du Plooy, ThandieNyamato, Daniel Huang, Kirsten Schroder, Willem Van Niekerk, PW Oosthuizen 
and Danielle De Beer. 
Three of our swimmers qualified for the Southern Botswana Team. They were Liam O’Hara, Daniel Huang and Imke Du Plooy. We 
would like to wish them all the best for their gala against the North which will be held in Francistown on the weekend of the 18th 
March. Many thanks go to Mr and Mrs O’ Hara, Ms Dokakis, Mrs Van Niekerk and Mrs Clarke for assisting with the officiating of 
this gala. 

Other Sporting Stars 
Congratulations go to Caitlin Truter for winning 8 gold medals at the BSSA short course national gala which was held in Francis-
town on the 12th& 13th February. She also won the VictrixLudorum for her age group. 
Congratulations go to Abhishek Kumar for qualifying for the Southern Botswana Tennis Team. He will compete against the North 
on the weekend of the 18th March. We wish him all the best. 

Beth Proctor 

U16 Cricket 
Westwood vs Al-Nur (25 overs) - Saturday 12th February 2011 
This match proved to be very exciting with Westwood scoring 120 for nine. The two opening batsmen once again got the team off to 
an excellent start – Robin (20) and Sarmad (21). However, the middle did not capitalize on the good foundation. At the end of the 
innings, batsmen need to get bat on ball rather than just swing wildly. At one stage, Al Nur was 106 for 6 and their batsmen were 
cruising to victory. However, with great mental strength Westwood fought back with a brilliant catch from Matt (as usual) which 
changed the momentum. The pressure swung to Al Nur and Christiaan also hung on to a good catch. Al Nur couldn’t get to West-
wood’s total and the team won a nail biting game by only one run. Graig bowled very well taking 3 wickets. Sarmad and Zak both 
bowled well taking 2 wickets each and Jan fielded well getting a run out and a catch. 
 
U16 Cricket 
Westwood vs Legae - 23 February 2011 
Legae betted first and were all out for 72. Graig bowled well taking 2 for 25 including a caught and bowled. Sarmad bowled very economically 
taking 1 for 12 and Jan took 2 for 23. Josh held on to a good catch and Sarmad’s catch on the boundary was well judged. Robin ran out a player 
with an excellent direct throw. Most of the Westwood’s batsmen chipped in with solid batting performances from Robin, Graig, Josh and Chris-
tiaan. Jan played well with a top score of 22. Westwood won by 3 wickets. Jan again took the honours for man of the match. 

Zane Lang 



                               PYP NEWS  
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Year 1s at work— making and exchanging friendship 
bracelets 

  

 

  

 

 

Lower Primary  

 

Katie Rick (a parent) sharing a friendship 
story and ways to resolve conflict. 

Mystery Boxes -  counting and classifying into one or more attributes. 
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Upper Primary 

 THINKING MAPS IN YEAR 5A 
W h a t  a r e  T h i n k i n g  M a p s ® ? 
Thinking Maps®, developed by Dr. David Hyerle, are visual teach-
ing tools that foster and encourage lifelong learning. They're based 
on a simple yet profound insight: The one common instructional 
thread that binds together all teachers, from pre-kindergarten 
through postgraduate, is that they all teach the same thought proc-
esses. Students are encouraged to think about their thinking. 
 
H o w  T h i n k i n g  M a p s ®  W o r k 
Based on thorough and well-accepted academic study and brain 
research, the eight Thinking Maps® correspond to eight fundamen-
tal thinking processes – defining in context, describing, classifying, 
comparing and contrasting, cause and effect, sequencing, whole to 
part relationships and seeing analogies. 
In year 5A we have done 3 maps thus far. The circle map, double 
bubble map and bubble map. The circle map defined the explorer in 
context. Notice that the maps cater for all learning styles, whether 
the student is word wise, visual or both. 
The double bubble map was used to compare and contrast the 2 
speakers that came to talk to the students about their explorations 
around the world. 
The bubble map is used to describe a concept. In this example ad-
jectives are used to describe Richard Branson. The student then 
used his bubble map and circle map to write about Richard Bran-
son. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By giving students tools that they will use throughout their school 
careers - tools that can be applied in increasingly sophisticated 
ways as the students mature - schools promote continuous cognitive 
development. By providing tools that can be used consistently 
across disciplines, schools also promote integrated thinking and 
interdisciplinary learning. Thinking Maps® are also ideal tools for 
conducting pre- and post-lesson assessments. By taking advantage 
of Thinking Maps® portfolios, teachers can easily gauge student 
knowledge prior to a specific lesson, the effectiveness of lessons as 
they happen, and what the students ultimately learned from the les-
son. Utilizing consistent visual tools, individual student perform-
ance can be tracked accurately over time, from week to week or 
e v e n  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r . 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL FEATURE: “RE BA BONA HA” 
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The Broadhurst Primary School Expo has been held annually since 2001. It started with about six 
schools, and has grown through the years. It attracts independent high schools from the southern 
African region. It is a whole-day event that provides a platform for participating schools to attract 
primary school leavers and also provides parents with an opportunity to make informed decisions 
about their children’s education. 
 
Westwood International School was among the schools which participated this year. In total, 26 
co-educational and single sex schools attended the expo.  

            WESTWOOD INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL AT THE 
BROADHURST PRIMARY SCHOOL INDEPENDENT HIGH 

The RE BA BONA HA programme is a grassroots development initiative by the Botswana National Sports Council targeting chil-
dren of years 5-17 in different sporting disciplines. The phrase RE BA BONA HA means “WE SEE THEM HERE”, and refers to the 
future sporting stars. 

The objective of this programme is to develop the young athletes’ soccer skills at a very young age. In the process talent is identified 
for development at a higher level. 

This program has been going on since 2003 across the country, including in Gaborone. Westwood International School is now host-
ing the event every Saturday from 8am to 10am. The first session took place on Saturday 5 February and was attended by 17 play-
ers. The Botswana Football Association – which initiated the ‘Re Ba Bona Ha’ soccer programme – was in attendance and the BFA 

Technical Director came to launch the programme at the school. 
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IB DIPLOMA NEWS 

Coffee Morning Wednesday 23rd February: Thank you for attending the coffee morning. The focus was CAS (creativity, 
action and service). The CAS Coordinator, Bronwyn Wilson has forwarded the Power point presentation to parents.  If you haven’t 
received it, do check with Lily if we have your updated e-mail addresses. Forward any questions around CAS to Bronwyn via e-mail: 
brwilson@westwood.ac.bw 

TOK Presentations: Our IB 2 students have now completed the first part of their Theory of Knowledge (TOK) assessment; the 
presentation.  On the 24th and 25th February interesting and entertaining TOK presentations were recorded. There was a wide range 
of topics selected by students. Students were expected to identify knowledge issues that were relevant to the real-life situation they 
selected and explore these through various lenses. TOK is central to the Diploma Programme as it aims to foster understanding and 
encourage the development of ‘life-long learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right’ (IBO 
mission statement). Topics discussed ranged from: “Xenophobia, an acceptable form of self-expression?”  to “Rap: freedom of 
speech or misogyny?” 

Mentoring: IB 1students have now selected peer and teacher mentors. Student mentors (these are our current IB 2 students) will 
help them settle into the demands of the programme and provide invaluable guidance and support during the course of this year. 

CAS Advisors: Teacher mentors will act as CAS advisors in addition to providing general advice and support throughout their 
two-year programme. Students are encouraged to set up meetings with teacher mentors over the next two weeks. 

IB 2 students are also reminded to meet with their CAS advisors to discuss their plans for CAS this year and have activities ap-
proved. 

Coordinator Support:  From time to time IB students meet on an individual basis with the coordinator. These meetings are 
arranged between student and coordinator, but formal meetings are also set up with every student.  The first set of formal meetings 
this year was with IB 2 students. Together they have reflected on their first year, set short term and long term goals and identified 
challenges and needs. 

As a result of these meetings, study groups for Math HL and Physics have been set up on Monday afternoons. 

A follow-up meeting will be scheduled at the start of term 2, but students are always welcome to meet with the coordinator on an ad 
hoc basis. 

Extended Essays: As of January 2011, our librarian, Mrs J Mnjama has been coordinating the extended essay component of the 
Diploma Programme. She has commenced lessons with IB 1 students, taking them through the research process, formulating a good 
question, academic honesty, referencing, etc. The IB 1 students will have an opportunity to practice these skills during a mini-
assignment towards the end of this term. 
 
IB 2 students should have submitted their final drafts of the extended essay, on the 11th February to their supervisors and should now 
be busy editing and revising. The completed essay is expected to be submitted to the supervisor for a final reading, by the 11th March 
2011. Thereafter the student is required to attend a viva voce (interview) with his/her supervisor. The supervisor then comments on 
the essay as well as the whole process for the benefit of the external examiner. Essays will be sent off to IBO during term 2. 



Trips: The programme for the IB 1 team building trip (14th to 18th March 2011) has now been finalized. Students will be involved 
in activities that are directly linked to the demands of the Diploma Programme. These will include, inter alia, a cultural exchange 
with Lesedi Village; Business and Management research at the Van Gaalen Cheese Farm; Visit to the ‘Cradle of Humankind’ – Ma-
ropeng and the Sterkfontein Caves as well as activities that will involve scientific and environmental study of the area; astronomy;  
skill development (eg. archery, mapping GPS coordinates, wall climbing, building a raft). The teachers accompanying the IB 1 stu-
dents are the DP Coordinator (M. Mall); CAS Coordinator (B. Wilson); Homeroom teacher (E.Martinez-Guindo). 

Work Place Attachment: 12-14 April. 
IB1 and IB2 Students will be going out to spend three days in a workplace of their choice, to gain insight into the realities of the 
workplace.  I would like to thank those parents who have returned the work placement permission slips. The students are now work-
ing on finalizing their placements with the help of the Student Support Services Team. 
Upcoming Events: 

IB1 and IB2 Career talk: Mr. Patrick T. Kirby, International Student Admissions,  Westminster College, Fulton, Mis-
souri in the school library at 12:15 on Monday 7th March  

The school community has been invited to attend the following presentation:  
Grenada, West Indies:  INFORMATION SESSION/PRESENTATION on March 27, 2011 (16:00pm - 17:30) at the Gaborone Sun 
Hotel:  ‘Presenting Our Programs in Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Graduate Studies, Arts &Sciences’ ( www.sgu.edu) 

FYI: IB2 Parents 
Applications to SA Universities:  

Applying on time: 
Applications should be submitted as early as possible in the applications cycle, which commences in April of each year.  
Restriction on student numbers: 

Owing to constraints on the facilities of the University, the intake of students in all the degree programmes is limited. It may even be the 
case that available places are full long before the closing date. Please note that meeting the minimum requirements of a degree pro-
gramme, does not guarantee your admission. 

Closing dates for applications:  
Please be aware that admissions to certain selective courses, as listed below, have an earlier deadline varying from 31 May (University of 

Stellenbosch) to 30 June (UCT/UP). A sample of such courses is given below. 
BA(Fine Arts) ,BA(Information Design) ,BA(Human Movement Science) ,BA(HMS) Option: Sport Psychology , BSportSc,  BA(Drama) ,BA

(Music),BMus,LLB(Law) ,BCom(Accounting Sciences),BCom(Financial Management) , BCom(Investment Management) ,BCom
(Law) ,BCommunication Pathology(Audiology) BCommunication Pathology (Speech-Language Pathology) ,MBChB(Medicine) , BOccT
(Occupational Therapy) , BRad(Radiography) , BPhysT (Physiotherapy), BCur(Nursing),BDietetics , BChD(Dentistry) BSc(Arch)
(Architecture) ,BSc(Int)(Interior Architecture) ,BSc(Real Estate) BSc(LArch)(Landscape Architecture) BSc(QS)(Quantity Survey-
ing) ,BSc(Construction Management) ,BT&RP(Town and Regional Planning) ,BVSc(Veterinary Science) ,DipVetNurs(University Di-
ploma in Veterinary Nursing)  

 
Other courses: 
Applications for undergraduate academic programmes, other than those mentioned above, close on 30 September 2011 for South African 

students, and on 31 August 2011 for international students.  
 
Applications to Oxford or Cambridge Universities (UK): 15 October deadline 
UK applicants to Oxford and Cambridge also have an earlier deadline which is 15 October. All other UCAS applications  deadlines are 15 

January. 

Open Days/ Campus Visits:  
For those IB2 students who visit South Africa often, it is a good idea to take the opportunity to visit a university campus as this gives 
the student a holistic understanding of what is expected of them at university level and allows them to visit the different faculties and 
to see their course offerings.  Published dates for University Open Days include: 
University of Cape Town (UCT):  21 May & University of Pretoria (UP):   16 April 
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International Womens Day - 8th March, Botswanacraft, 6-9pm  
 
This internationally recognised day is the story of ordinary women as makers of history: it is rooted in the centuries-old struggle of 
women to participate in society on an equal footing with men.  
 
The focus of this year’s event is to inspire young professionals from all sorts of work / industries be given insights into the lives of 
successful women that have overcome their own hurdles in life to get to where they are now.  There will be a dozen performers on 
the night who will be there to perform between each speaker, it will be in the form of music, dance, poetry, opera and drama by some 
very well known artists.  
 
It is for a good cause as all profits will be given to Emang Basadi & the Kagisano Womens Shelter.  
 
Tickets are P100 each and this includes some finger food.  They can be purchased via Botswana Craft, Maitisong, Fresh Cafe, Sani-
tas or by contacting Noel on 729 148 76.  
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ALUMNI 

Where are they? 

We have had students at University of Pennsylvania (4 over last three years), Miami, Florida, Vermont, Canada, Holland, New Zea-
land and the UK. We also have a number of students at leading SA universities such as UCT, Stellenbosch, Rhodes, Pretoria and 
Wits. 

2007: 
Merwan: U Penn 
Mary Grace: U Penn 
Peter Zhou: U Penn 
 
2008: 
Lahiru: New Zealand 
Saadiah: Stellenbosch 
Tariro: Wits 
Maisha: Vermont 
Karen: Pretoria 

2009: 
Thea: Florida 
Jehan: Rhodes 
Javan: Rhodes 
Ryan: Pretoria 
Tshepo: Canada 
Niran: Pretoria 
Nicholas: Pretoria 
Ameer: Miami 
James: UK 
 
2010: 
Ali:  University of Pretoria for Architecture. 
Hendrik: University of Pretoria, Engineering 
Keelan: University of Pretoria, Veterinary Science. 
Amy: University of Cape Town, Occupational Therapy 

Emily, Lynea, Tashinga, William, Banyaka, Ye Zi and Cheng are awaiting international placements. 

Karuna Datta-Bhatnagar  



PTA Welcome Coffee for New Families 
 
PTA successfully hosted a “Welcome Coffee” session for new families on 10 February 2011 at the 
foyer.  The sessions was well attended. 
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The PTA would like to welcome our new Council members: 
 
 Chair: Marlize Verreynne  
 Vice-Chair: Pius Storom 
 Treasurer: Millie Rutang 
 Vice-Treasurer: Annie Snoeks (for Term 1) 
 Secretary: Sheila Comeau 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Our next General Meeting will be held at 6 pm, Thursday March 17th in the Westwood Li-
brary.  We look forward to seeing you! 
 
If you would like to be kept in the loop on upcoming PTA meetings and events, please email ptawestwood@gmail.com and we will 
add your name to our mailing list! Sheila Comeau  

PTA NEWS 

Basic facts about  

BOTSWANA  for our New Fami-
lies 

 National Flag 

Map 

Capital 
Gaborone 

Time 
GMT plus 2 hours. 

Climate 
Semi-arid (cold dry win-
ters, hot wet summers) 

Natural Hazards 
periodic droughts; seasonal 
August winds blow from 

the west, carrying sand and 
dust across the country, 

which can obscure visibil-
ity  

Emergency Numbers 
999 - Police 
998 - Fire 

997 - Ambulance  
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Su Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 

 
3 4 

Cricket trials 

5 

6 7 8 

MYP Coffee Morn-
ing @ 0730 - Li-
brary 
 

IGCSE Information 
Evening @ 1800 - 
Library  

9 10 

PYP Coffee 
Morning @ 0730 
- Library 

11 

U9 cricket festival 

12 

Southern Schools tennis team 
practice 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 

Talent Show 

31   

March 2011 

IB DP 1 students to Camp Nelu 

North vs. South tennis and swimming 

PTA meeting Secondary Inter-schools Athletics 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Choir Festival at Thornhill  - April 4. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

 
Below, is an update on recent events in the library. 
 
Multilingual Collection: 

 

The library is steadily building a multilingual collection, to enhance and build a sense of belonging to own culture, to promote respect for 
other people’s cultures and to create an awareness of cultural diversity within the school. In addition, through this endeavor, as the students 
are geared towards lifelong reading, they will also discover the importance of mother –tongue reading. 
With this in mind, I am appealing to parents to donate books (fiction and non-fiction) written in the local language to help us achieve this 
goal. 
Membership:  

 

Parents are encouraged to register as library members so they can borrow books and read.   So often we get bogged down with the day to 
day running of the day’s business and hardly get time to relax. One way of good relaxation is reading for enjoyment. Please stop by the li-
brary and get your self-something to read. We already have some parents who are making good use of the facility! Don’t be left behind! 
 
Upcoming events: 

 

Book week will take place at the beginning of second term towards the end of May.  Exact dates will be announced soon.  Volunteers from 
the parent community are welcome to join the committee in planning for the event. Please stop by the library for more information. 
Thank you and please visit us in the library any time. 
 

Joy Mnjama 
School Librarian 
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INTERVIEW 

I caught up with the recent recipient of the James Honald/ Chris Garland Scholarship, Thamiso Koosimile, who had this to say 
about herself and life at Westwood….. 

a)    Which word best describes you? 
 
Exuberant  
 
(b)   What’s your best past time? 
 
I watch a lot of TV (Crime and Investigation and E!), but I also like listening to music and just hanging out with friends. 
 
(c)    Do you have any role model/s, if so, who are they? 
 
I look up to Tyra Banks because she has managed to break down barriers in the media world and has paved a way for black models. 
Also, she has been able to use her celebrity status and success as a model as an avenue to build a successful enterprise.  
 
(d)   Tell us briefly about your first day at Westwood? 
 
On my first day, the school seemed so much bigger and I remember there was a time I couldn’t find the tuck shop. I also felt a little 
out of my element because I had previously come from the South African education system and everyone here was talking about the 
PYP and I had no idea what they were talking about, but I later adjusted to the change. 
 
(e)   How has the school changed? 
 
The school has gone through a lot of changes, there are less students in secondary, the uniform has somewhat changed and there are 
more new faces around, but the basic atmosphere has remained the same. 
 
(f)     What do you love most about the school? 
 
I love the free spirit of the students and having the freedom to express ourselves (within boundaries of course) and that it is a melting 
pot of different cultures. I also love that the grass is greener at WIS (literally). 
 
(g)    Your future plans…..? 
 
I don’t have any set in stone yet, but I am considering venturing into a career in Actuarial Science, Chemical Engineering or possibly 
Medicine. I would definitely love to travel to some exotic places and have fun. 
 
(h)   Advice to others on attaining good grades? 
 
First of all, hard-work is a very important component. You also need dedication and consistency. I firmly believe that “All work and 
no play, makes Johnny a dull boy” so it is essential to have some free time where you can have fun with friends or just do nothing 
and relax, but you also need keep focused on the greater picture and what’s really important. Apart from hard-work, I think the one 
of the most important things is to know yourself and be honest with yourself. You have to know your capabilities, strengths and 
weaknesses and a find a method of study that suits you and helps you reach your full potential; don’t tell yourself that you are only 
going to study for 2 hours a day because your best friend does that, whereas you know that you need more time, because at the end 
of the day it is your life alone.  

Tsaone Thupayagale 



A locally based professional photographer has developed an introduction to photography class that lays a foundation for anyone in-
terested in photography.  The class covers the basic areas of photography – the digital image, cameras and lenses, beginning to shoot, 
composition, exposure, light, digital dark room, practical help, and more. 
  
The course also includes many illustrations, and various exercises to help the students understand the various aspects of photogra-
phy, and how to use their camera fully. 
  
Classes are offered as one-day course for anyone interested or as a 9-10 lesson course for schools with interested students.  Either 
way by the end of the course each student will have the foundation they need to excel in photography. 
  
Please visit this website (www.tellmeltd.weebly.com) for work samples or contact TELL ME LTD. Skype: luke.saf 
Cell: +267-7288-6894 
  
 

FNBB has fantastic products to offer children. They have savings accounts aimed at teaching young members of our society how to 
save from a young age. They also have loans they offer to parents to ease the pressure of paying school fees.  
 

FUTURE FORWARD ACCOUNT 
 
This savings account is meant for 1 year old to 17 years, it comes with a personalized visa Debit card written the name of the 

pupil. 
This card  can be used to swipe and do ATM withdrawals.   
Minimum deposit required is P50 and first issue of the  card is free. 

 
 BOKAMOSO LOAN 

 
It’s a loan granted to both FNB and non FNB customers to cater for their children’s school fees 
Minimum amount of P10,000 to P80,000 at interest rate of prime +4% per annum (prime currently being 11%) 
Repayment period – 10 months 
 
If loan is granted, the cheque is written directly to the school 
 
Requirements: 

a) current pay-slip 
b)  omang 
c)  pro-forma invoice and admission letter 
d) six months statements for non FNB customers 
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Piano, Up right Samick piano acoustic (made in Korea), wooden. 
Reputable make and will provide elegance to any property. Needs tuning (and one wheel adjustment). 
Available for sale from Westwood International School, for highest bid. 
Interest parties are welcome to view and drop in their price bids at the reception. 
Closing date 18 March 2011. 
 
For Viewing please visit Westwood or see the music teacher. 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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The School Tuckshop 
The school tuckshop now offers meals and salads only available by pre-order. A Pre-Order Menu Form similar 
to the one below, would have to be completed and returned (with payment) to the tuckshop or school front of-
fice for one to enjoy one of meals on offer. 


